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“The relationship between the city and the countryside started with the 
settlement of human beings after the agricultural revolution and the 
emergence of cities. Along with the industrial revolution, the population in 
the cities started to increase rapidly; Oppositely, in rural areas, migration, 
population loss and labour shortage emerged. Thus, the city, on the one 
hand, grew and expanded while changing and exploiting the surrounding 
rural areas; On the other hand, it has also caused the rural areas to fall into 
disrepute and remain idle attracting the population like a magnet from 
rural areas which are far from the cities. (Kantürer, 2016).” 

The rural-urban relationship is dealt with different dimensions 
today. When the reality of climate change is added to this relationship, 
which sometimes confronts us with the dimension of the conflict and 
sometimes interaction, new agenda items have emerged for the settle-
ments between rural and urban areas.

The studio focuses on the Kaynarca settlement in Kırklareli. The oldest 
known name of Kaynarca is VIRISSIS-VERISSA, meaning “the sources”. The 
region, which dates back to 500 BC, is known as the Venice of Thrace today 
due to its water system. However, Kaynarca has much more than this name 
which is tried to be made popular and a tourism commodity.

VIRISSIS-VERISSA: 
       POST][NEW Landscape Scenarios
                                                                for Kaynarca, Kırklareli

The main subject of the 2021-
22 Spring Term Landscape 
Design III Studio is the trans-
formation of the rural-urban 
relationship.

The main challenges for this set-
tlement, which has been highly af-
fected by the urban-rural conflict, 
are the combination of industry 
and agriculture, migration to the 
city and reverse migration, depre-
ciation of production and changing 
production styles, ineffective use 
of water resources, ignoring histor-
ical and cultural values, the Thrace 
vineyard route, and problematic 
relationship with the surrounding 
settlements.

Aim and Objectives

In this context, the main purpose of 
the studio is; to discuss the rural-ur-
ban relationship with its current 
situation and related issues, and 
to develop visionary POST][NEW 
landscape design scenarios for the 
settlements between these two ex-
tremes. The objectives of the proj-
ect are as follows;

To understand the dynamics of 
the relationship between rural and 
urban, and to discuss current ap-
proaches and theories on the sub-
ject at local and global levels,

To conduct urban/rural reading of 
the typical Thrace settlements, and 
develop visions for the place and 
agenda of the Kaynarca region,

To interpret the multi-layered struc-
ture of the area with today’s life 
dynamics, threats, and user needs, 
taking into account its potentials 
and problems.

To develop site-specific design 
scenarios that offer experience by 
exploring the socio-ecological sys-
tems, and abstract and concrete 
structures in the Kaynarca land-
scape.

Learning Outcomes

1. Theoretical Issues

Thinking about the Post/New role 
of rural-urban intersections with 
a holistic perspective that can be 
connected to the larger pieces. 
(system thinking and upper scale 
issues),

To be able to solve complex design 
problematics caused by different 
layers and different usages,

Designing the space by not only 
within itself but also thinking to-
gether with other upper and lower 
spaces that it is connected to (holis-
tic space arrangement),

To develop conceptual master 
plans that have benefited from the 
research-based design approach.

2. Technical Issues

To gain the ability to perceive, in-
vestigate, interpret and analyze the 
dynamic relationship between rural 
and urban context, as well as their 
intersections.

To be informed of different conser-
vation regulations and sites rules, 
being able to process design solu-
tions according to these regula-
tions,

To gain the ability to develop a 
conceptual approach to the design 
problems

Producing design solutions accord-
ing to natural and structural charac-
teristics of the design site and solv-
ing these in a required scale detail 
(to gain the skill at Project 3 level 
about elevation solutions, choice in 
structural and plant materials, and 
detail design),

Developing visual skills besides de-
sign abilities.

3. The studio process also includes;
Expert seminars on required topics,
Guest juries,
In-studio workshops, and
Also, be supported with field trips 
about the necessary technical is-
sues.



ITU | PEM stüdyo raporu ITU | LA studio report6 7

VIRISSIS-VERISSA: 
       POST][NEW Landscape Scenarios
                                                                for Kaynarca, Kırklareli

01 Site Visit

02 Studio Outputs



ITU | PEM stüdyo raporu ITU | LA studio report8 9

VIRISSIS-VERISSA: 
       POST][NEW Landscape Scenarios
                                                                for Kaynarca, Kırklareli

                                                    Site Visit



ITU | PEM stüdyo raporu ITU | LA studio report10 11

PALIMPSEST KAYNARCA Landscape Design III, 2021 - 2022 Spring
Assoc.Prof.Dr.Ebru Erbaş Gürler, Res.Ass.Gizem Aluçlu

R.Ezgi Beyen _ 020150185
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PALIMPSEST FEATURE OF KAYNARCA

SOLUTION: SPREADING PROGRAMS ON 
KAYNARCA

FEATURE SENARIO: URBAN DYSTOPIA

Perspective view of the center of Kaynarca - the trail of the 
waterway

Spaces around the river

Kaynarca Edirne-Kaynarca-İstanbul Transportation Industrialization Streams

Sketches about voids in the area

PALIMSEST KAYNARCAPALIMSEST KAYNARCA
Rabia Ezgi BeyenRabia Ezgi Beyen

Kaynarca is a town in Kırklareli, right in 
the middle of Istanbul and the Thrace 
region, on the transportation network. 
Kaynarca, which takes its name from 
the boiling spring waters, is famous 
for its waterfall and stream, and in 
this respect, it is flooded by tourists at 
certain periods. In addition, the town, 
which has thousands of years old 
caves and churches, is not known for 
its places that have survived from such 
different times, but only for its stream. 
While attracting so many tourists, it 
also emigrates abroad and agricultural 
activities come to an end. Considering 
all these, it has been concluded that 
there is a social and economic collapse 
in Kaynarca and at the same time, the 
necessary importance is not given to 

nature. Social, economic and natural 
cycles in Kaynarca were tried to be 
improved with a program network 
consisting of intertwined layers of these 
three main topics. While the programs 
were distributed to the area, the idea 
of spreading over the whole town was 
pursued. In this way, it was aimed that 
the crowd of people around the creek 
were distributed to the whole town, so 
that those who came would get to know 
the town better and communicate with 
the locals. In line with these purposes; 
Places such as wetland, square, inner 
courtyards, small squares in the 
settlement, market axis, open kitchen, 
soil school, festival axis, gastronomy axis 
were determined and designed.

Kaynarca is a village in Kırklareli, located 
between İstanbul and the center of 
the city, and also near to the borders 
of Thrace region which gives a great 
oppurtinity. It is like in the node of 
conflicting many routes that makes 
it very accessible. It takes its name 
from the springs in the village, which 
is the reason why many people come 
to see the springs, waterfall, and the 
river. While people enjoying river, they 
are not aware of the cave and church 
dating back to the B.C., which creates 
palimpsest structure of the area.

While attracting many people, at the 
same time emigrates many young 
people due to lack of job. Social life is also 
very inactive if the season is not summer 
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or spring. The condition of the nature 
in the villlage is not good. Because of 
the decrease in the water and increase 
in the pollution, agriculture cannot be 
practiced as much as in the past.

To revitalize the area, three-layered 
program is created: social-economic-
environmental. They have common 
programs at some points. The programs 
are open kitchen, open library, square, 

open learning areas, playground, soil 
school, resting area, watching area, mini 
squares, courtyards, bazaar-festival-
gastronomy festivals. The programs are 
spread out Kaynarca to make people 

GOAL1: SOCIAL IMPROVEMENT

GOAL2: ECONOMIC IMPROVEMENT

GOAL3: ECOLOGIC IMPROVEMENT

Problem: The countryside is not included in social life, social life gathered in one spot.

Problem: In-village by using tourism potential revitalizing the economy

Problem: Decoupling between the ecological layer and the space

Analysis

Decoupling of natural elements

Strategy Pack3:

Strategy Pack2:

Block Patterns of Kaynarca Potential Areas

Potential Areas

Potential Areas

Programs

Programs

Social life in past and today

sorrounded 
by houses

sorrounded by 
houses and 
courts

sorrounded 
by courts

open air museum

open air museum

Stage 1 Water contact 
pockets

Compost garden

beekeeping

bazaar

open space learning

open kitchen

resting area

Existing meeting points Existing meeting points Strategy pack 1: Social pack

1

2

1

2

● Information transfer between country and country
- Transfer of agricultural knowledge between generations
- Transfer information between women
- Sharing information made in other villages and shared between villages to increase efficiency
● Information transfer between the countryside and the city
- Transferring the knowledge of rural life to the citizens (Agriculture,...)
- Transferring new developments and what they need to rural people
● Spatial networking and distribution of actions between the square/courtyard system and empty spaces

Strategy Pack 1:

Creating festival venues(celebration 
areas)

Constructing the concept of 
meeting places and garden in the 
countryside

Taking the human density over the 
stream and distributing it horizontally,
create a balanced crowd.

Establishment of spaces where 
information transfer will be provided

festival

festival

playground w/festivalopen library

1. Creating an identity environment

Giving priority to local dishes and their 
tastes

Creating the identity of the stream and 
conveying its story to the visitors

Spatial clarification of structures from the 
past (guidance while traveling)

Transforming undefined stone houses into 
open-air museums

- Picking and eating fruit from fruit trees 
- Watching the pastoral view of the 

countryside 
- Agriculture 
- Workshops where endemic plants are 

introduced 
- Bird trails and observation, vista points

2. The spread of the locations of tourist 
activities

Not that visitors to the hot spring do shopping at certain 
points, but from the villagers.

Preventing the construction of new accommodation 
structures and ensuring that the visitors 

Stay in the houses of the villagers experience of 
rural life
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SECTION D-D

SECTİON  E-E

SECTİON F-F

reason: poplar
affected: two fields

reason: poplar
affected: creek and field

reason: creek
affected: two fields

reason: road
affected: two fields

Spreading the socialization areas on the 
stream, ensuring the touch of the water

Spatial evaluation of poplar 
trees

Ensuring the integrity of the soil, touching the 
soil

Biotic: Reconstruction of green 
space

Management and construction of the 
transfer of water to agricultural areas

- Detection of water pollution and 
flow

Abiotic: Reconstructing the interaction with the 
stream

The evolution of the stream, which is an abiotic component, into a lively and social concept in interaction with humans by coming 
together with culture. Reconstruction of the space by reconstructing the green area, which is a biotic component, and bringing 
together people and culture.

SECTION B-B

SECTION C-C

SECTION A-A
Stage 3 Open cistern Soil school

Stage 2 Route of discovery Colorful illuminations

SCALE: 1/2000
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cognize the real Kaynarca, not only the 
river, at the same time gather the rural 
and urban people togather at the same 
point.

The wetland, square, celebration area, 
and the open library, which are attached 
areas near by near were focuced on. 
Since they are following each other, it is 
created a space flow between them, so 

that it is going to lead people where to 
go. It is also tried to make each area has 
the same design style which creates the 
coherence so that wavy forms  are used 
throughout the whole area.
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RE-WATERRE-WATER
Şaziye LofcalıŞaziye Lofcalı

Kaynarca town of Pınarhisar district of 
Kırklareli has continued its existence 
with ‘water’ from past to present. The 
first settlement in the town, which is 
located in the Ergene basin, started 
at the waterside. In Kaynarca, which 
also has fertile lands, the people made 
their living from agriculture for a long 
time. With industrialization, many 
industrial facilities were established in 
this water basin. There are more than 
ten industrial facilities, 2 of which are 
concrete factories, within a 15-minute 
drive from Kaynarca. In the process, 
the livelihood of the region has left 
the place of agriculture to industrial 
activities. The most cultivated field is 
no longer cultivated, and agricultural 
lands have begun to remain empty. The 
young population living in the town has 

migrated to the surrounding districts. 
Along with industrialization, elements 
of the city began to appear in the town. 
Kaynarca, which contains traces of rural 
and urban areas, has lost its identity in 
the process.

In the town, which stands out with its 
water identity, water has been removed 
from its natural state and taken into 
canals. It is very difficult to reach, touch, 
hear and see other water elements 
both in the town square and in the 
town. Although the water has a route, 
it is interrupted within the settlement 
and following the water is as difficult as 
seeing it. For this reason, water was first 
made permanent. Cross-sections were 
taken along the waterline, and access 
was provided with interventions to the 

points that we cannot feel with our 5 
senses. In the Cumhuriyet Square, a wall 
of the water flowing in the canal was 
removed and access was made possible 
by cascading it. The section of the water 
flowing in the canal in the Beşçeşmeler 
region has been naturalized and turned 
into a place of experience for children. 
In places, water amphitheaters were 
created.

The places where rain water collects 
are determined and areas where these 
waters can be stored have been created. 
A water amphitheater was proposed to 
the point where rain water accumulates 
in the old name of the Cumhuriyet 
Square and the new name of Tearos 
Square. Kaynarca turns into a touristic 
area, especially in summer. 
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The square, which is now called 
Cumhuriyet Square, is turning into a 
parking lot for tours and private vehicles. 
In addition, since the traffic flow is 
high, this situation poses a danger to 
pedestrians. For this reason, this area has 
been pedestrianised. The roads have 
been rearranged. A two-way service 
road is reserved for ambulance, fire 
brigade and service businesses. Access 
to this area is controlled. A parking lot for 
ten cars is reserved at the entrances to 
the area. Water permeable floor material 

was chosen as the floor material. A 
market area has been proposed in the 
new name of Tearos Square, where 
the residents of the town can sell their 
products. Temporary structures have 
been proposed for this area. On days 
when the market is not established, the 
field will continue to work as an amp. 
Courtyard culture has developed from 
past to present in Thrace. Considering 
the property situation in the town, it has 
been arranged and afforested to allow 
for common use. Women’s tavern and 

areas where local people can produce 
are suggested. In addition, common 
agricultural areas have been proposed 
where the residents of the town can 
cultivate their own crops.

During the arrangement of the 
Cumhuriyet Square, squares were 
proposed for the use of cafes and 
restaurants in the area. In order to 
differentiate it from the main square, a 
change was made in the floor material. It 
is aimed to create cool spaces protected 

from the sun by planting the area. 
Areas suitable for common use have 
been identified in the town. Children’s 
playgrounds with zipline, climbing and 
experience areas have been proposed 
for these areas. Colorful rubber material 
and soft floor material are used on the 
floor. The mosque in the square and 
the water elements in the square just 
behind it were combined, ensuring their 
continuity and making them visible. The 
area where the high school was located 
in the past was terraced and redesigned. 

An amphitheatre was suggested by 
taking advantage of the slope within the 
space. Considering the place of the area 
in memory, it is aimed to be used as an 
education and interaction space. Except 
for the hard ground connecting the 
spaces, soft ground was proposed and 
the area was afforested. Plant species 
such as clover, which consume less water 
on soft soils, have been suggested. 
When the events and venues where the 
events are held in the ‘Kaynarca Water 
Festival’ held every year in the town are 

examined, it has been determined that 
the festival is held in places far from 
the water. For this reason, a square has 
been proposed for festivals and other 
activities in the mill area. A sales point 
has been proposed in the square where 
the products produced in the mill can 
be sold. Many soil materials have been 
identified in the town. A permeable 
surface has been proposed in order 
to provide integrity. In this way, it is 
predicted that the underground waters, 
which are decreasing day by day, will 
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increase.
The two factors that cause water 
pollution most in Turkey and in the 
world are agriculture and industry, 
respectively. When polluted water 
mixes with the soil, it not only reduces 
soil quality but also threatens human 
health. With the industrialization of the 
Ergene basin, water and soil pollution 
has increased considerably. Wetland 
area has been proposed in order to 
clean the water with phytoremediation 
plants and thus to reduce the amount 

of pollution in the soil, even if it is 
regional. The trees placed in the area are 
selected from water-resistant species. 
In this area, which is wet in winter, this 
area can also be used as a recreation 
area with the evaporation of water in 
summer with the heat. Also a footbridge 
over the wetland area exists. Part of the 
Wetland area has been identified as an 
experience area for children.

In the children’s playground located 
in the Beşçeşmeler region, the plastic 

game elements were selected and 
rearranged to be suitable for the wood 
and the area. There is also a water 
experience area for children in the area.

Kaynarca is located within the Thrace 
vineyard route that extends to 
Çanakkale. The vineyards have been 
positioned considering the wind and 
water needs. Apart from rainwater 
storage ponds, there is a production 
facility, restaurants, training and 
workshop areas and a small hotel where 

guests can stay in the area. In this way, 
the number of guests in the town is 
expected to increase day by day. In 
addition, it is aimed to increase the ratio 
among the income sources in tourism 
after agriculture and industry.

Agriculture is one of the sectors with the 
largest water footprint. The most water 
consumption in agriculture is seen 
in feed products, rice, and sunflower 
production. These products are among 
the most produced products in the 

region. In addition, about 2-3% of the 
region is irrigated with drip irrigation 
system. For this reason, rainwater 
collection areas have been proposed 
by taking the topography as a reference 
in the regions where the products with 
high water consumption are produced. 
In addition, there is a food forest in the 
town in order to be an example of a 
self-sufficient system. There are training 
areas, activity area, ancestral seed 
production center, water institute and 
agriculture institute in the area. In this 

way, it is planned to provide training 
to farmers in order to use water more 
consciously and to practice agriculture 
with new systems. There is a sales 
place in the area where the products 
produced in the food forest can be sold.
It is suggested that 500 m2 of fertile 
agricultural land per person, which 
belongs to the residents of the town but 
is not used today, should be converted 
into a community garden. Thus, the idle 
area will be started to be used again.
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Junction: Intersection in KaynarcaJunction: Intersection in Kaynarca
Şimal KöseoğluŞimal Köseoğlu

Within the project, the village of 
Kaynarca in Kırklaeli province was 
studied and designed. The project 
focused on how the characteristic water 
features of this rural settlement can be 
evaluated and designed and how the 
rest of the village can be brought to life.

To understand Kaynarca’s internal and 
external dynamics, comprehensive 
multi-scale analyses were conducted. 
Based on the finding of these analyses, 
a masterplan about the future of 
the village was proposed. From this 
masterplan, individual areas were 
chosen and designed based on the 
masterplan and the village’s character. 

During the analysis and concept 
development phase, it was shown that 

the village was developed through 
agriculture and tourism and that the 
village was a place where natural and 
cultural assests were together. For the 
future of the village, which was in the 
intersection of cultural landscape and 
rural production, this intersection and 
partnership was to be prioritized. 

In the developed masterplan, empty 
spaces in the village was envisaged to 
be experimental agricultural lands and/

or cultural spaces. These functions were 
desinged to intersect and connect with 
each other.

In the individual design, new agricultural 
spaces were proposed. These areas, 
and social spaces, are connected with 
an elevated wooden walkway that 
spreads into the village. In addition, the 
road of stormwater was determined by 
following the slope. 

New rainwater gardens and stormwater 
harvest systems were design on building 
blocks and street basis. These water 
collection lines and areas were designed 
to interact with the agricultural and 
social areas and used in spaces such 
as wet agricultural terraces and a large 
children’s playground.
This projects aims to diversify and 
strengthen the agricultural production 
cycle of Kaynarca while using its culture 
and rural fabric to generate attention to 
these productions.

Kaynarca stands neat the middle of 
Thrace, a region that lived through 
different historical periods and hosted 
diverse groups of people. It is both 
a connector of history and cultures, 
the region also brings climates and 
ecosystems together. The cultural, 
historical, political and natural 
importance of Thrace cannot be unseen, 
it is a great opportunity and strength for 
the region and its inhabitants.

The study area is Kaynarca, a small 
village east of Kırklareli, near the 
Istranca mountains. While Thrace is 
known for its enormous agricultural 
stock and husbandry, its close proximity 
to Istanbul is changing the makeup of 
people and land. The constant growth 
and spread of Istanbul’s industrial sector 
turned Lüleburgaz, Çolu and Tekirdağ 
into logistic and industrial cities. This 
growth is spreading into Kırklareli and 
leaving the fertile lands unattended.
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Kırklareli, compared to the rest of 
Thrace, is less under the stress of 
urbanization, although it is still there. 
The slow developing province has great 
mountain ranges in the north with large 
agricultural lands. The agricultural land 
is rick with water sources.

Kaynarca stands between the northern 
mountains and southern plains, having 
characteristic of both. Situated between 
Kırklareli and Pınarhisar, it is a small 

village where the population is either 
doing agriculture, or is working on the 
service and/or industrial sectors nearby. 
At the foothills of the mountains, the 
village has a slopping topography. The 
village has a diverse range of agricultural 
products but is mainly known for its 
rural characteristics and water sources. 
Many water sources and canals are 
located in the south of the village, each 
of them having different relations with 
the settlement. These water sources 
create attraction to the village, therefore 

most of cultural and social functions 
along of business is in close range to the 
center of the village.

The water sources are frequented by 
elders, young people and most outsiders 
that comes to the village. While the 
center square and park is busy, the rest 
of the village carries on its quiet rural 
lifestyle. While rural characteristics are 
prevalent in the village, urban identity 
is slowly taking its place in the village’s 
silhouette.

Masterplan
During the concept development, 
Kaynarca’s place between different 
identities, production cycles etc. has 
been emphasized on. Kaynarca is 
not one thing but a combination of 
various things. It is not just rural or 
urban, it shares similarities to both. It 
contains both traditional livelihoods like 
agriculture, it also hosts a very unique 
cultural and touristic appeal. Therefore, 
in our conceptual approach, intersection 
of spaces, functions and users became 

our base concept. From there we 
created an aim that would encompasses 
all problems and potentials we saw 
in Kaynarca. “Increasing dynamism 
in Kaynarca by creating new socio-
economic cycles based on Kaynarca’s 
characteristics and values in interactive 
functions and spaces that intersect with 
one another” became our aim and we 
developed various strategies that would 
solve problems and use potentials in the 
village.

The masterplan consists of 3 main body 
of action; creating and diversifying 
agricultural production for both local 
growth and agro tourism, creating a 
network of connected open spaces that 
would create new social areas for the 
village and the implementation of water 
management systems taking inspiration 
from the existing water sources and the 
village’s topography.

Different types of agricultural 
production from specific plant types like 
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aromatics to more modern agricultural 
productions like vertical gardening 
were to be dispersed throughout and 
nearby the village. Educational spaces 
for farmers and visitors were made to 
be developed with marketplaces that 
would generate income from these 
experimental gardens.

Along these production spaces, new 
social and cultural functions like open air 
cinemas, thematic gardens and libraries 
were proposed in the empty spaces 
of the village. Eaves, large backyards, 
small squares were to be used to create 

a network of social places that would 
connect with proposed agricultural 
patches.

These design were proposed to be 
implemented with rainwater gardens, 
Stormwater runoff systems etc. to use 
the topography of the village in an 
effective way and also help the village 
to self-sustain more.

1/500 Design
The individual design area is located 
northeast of the village. It is the 
perimeter of the village, with new 

buildings and large agricultural fields 
around it. The area, which is mostly 
residential, had small to large open 
spaces that would be used for design. 
The area also had many existing wells, 
which were included in the design 
proposal.

The main design aspect was to create a 
walkway along, around and in-between 
roads, buildings and empty areas. This 
walkway would connect the larger 
functions and create movement in this 
part of the village. This walkway was 
designed as an elevated wooden deck 

that would start from the northern 
parts and go lower south, spreading 
and connecting different areas. This 
walkway was designed elevated in 
order to be able to walk over proposed 
raingardens and Stormwater collecting 
canals. This walkway was designed to 
turn into platforms for gathering and 
seating spaces in larger spaces.

Along the walkway, the main routes 
for water runoff was determined in 
the area and different solutions were 
proposed based on location, material 
and functions. In the empty spaces 

of building blocks were designed as 
raingardens that would follow the slope 
and end on a small pond, which would 
be decorated with planting. In the 
streets, a thin line of hard surface below 
the road’s elevation was proposed. 
These collectors would enlarge into 
bigger water canals in small squares and 
gathering areas. Different agricultural 
production spaces like terraces, planting 
cases to orchard were designed. Some 
greenhouses and workshop spaces 
were also added into larger areas to 
create educational spaces.

In an empty space near the school, a 
large playground was designed. This 
areas would merge all proposed design 
aspect together along with playground 
elements to ceate an interesting sight 
for children. Small water canals with 
rainwater gardens where children can 
interact with water, to small sensory 
gardens and larger playgrounds were 
designed to create a main cultural social 
space in the design area.
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Virissis Verissa - KaynarcaVirissis Verissa - Kaynarca
Esra SolmazEsra Solmaz

Kaynarca is a Thrace town that preserves 
the original character of the settlement 
with its organic street texture, historical 
houses that still exist and its ongoing 
social structure. Kaynarca is one of 
the three main road axes connecting 
Istanbul to the Balkans via Thrace. Vize 
is located on the route opening to the 
Balkans via Pınarhisar, Kırklareli, just 5 
km west of Pınarhisar city centre. There 
is an important connection between 
the rural settlements of Kırklareli and 
Istanbul in the field of cultural tourism. 
There is an important connection 
between the rural settlements of 
Kırklareli and Istanbul in terms of 
cultural tourism. Due to the new high-
speed train projects and the proximity 
of the airport, Kaynarca is seen as an 
area that is being valued.

With the establishment of industrial 
zones and universities in Pınarhisar 
and its surroundings in Kırklareli, it 
has caused people to migrate to more 
central and urban areas in order to find a 
job. Over time, the young population in 
the Kaynarca region has decreased.

As understood from Evliya Çelebi’s 
Name of Travel, it is understood that 
people have lived here since 515 BC. 
According to what the ancient Greek 
historians tell, the Iranian Ruler DARA 

on his way to the Sikitya Expedition, 
crossed the Bosphorus with his army 
of 700 hundred thousand people, and 
stayed at the head of the TARA water, 
which is the foot of the Ergene Stream, 
and the water that is today’s Kaynarca 
springs, in the place where today’s 
Pınarhisar and Kaynarca Towns are 
located. Kaynarca Town, along with the 
Thrace provinces, passed into the hands 
of the Romans in the 46th year of AD. It 
was conquered by Murat Hüdavendigar 
1357 years after Christ and passed into 

the hands of the Ottomans. The Turks 
who settled in Kaynarca Town, which 
was captured by the Turks in the 14th 
century, were called YEN Turks. The 
name of the town was known as YENE 
until 1920, after this date, it was named 
KAYNARCA because of the many boiling 
spring waters. There are the remains of a 
Byzantine church with a history of 1107 
years in the town. There is a wall of the 
Church in the place where the Municipal 
Restaurant is located. The house where 
the priest sits next to the Municipal 

Bakery is a beautiful and historical 
building still standing tall. The Sultan’s 
Way is an international trekking route 
that follows the road used by Suleiman 
the Magnificent during his Vienna 
campaign.

The 4 big and 8 small springs boiling 
through the town combine to form the 
Kaynarca Creek. This stream flows 1200 
liters of water per second. The water 
that comes to the surface from two 
water sources close to each other in the 

middle part of the settlement, passes 
through open channels and meets at 
the mill located in the southeast of the 
settlement and connects to Kaynarca 
Stream from there. The line in the north-
south direction through which the water 
channels pass is a small valley within the 
settlement. Kaynarca is located on both 
sides of this valley. The western edge of 
the valley rises with a gentle slope and 
the main quarters of the settlement are 
located in this section. 
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The majority of the area is agricultural 
lands and pasture lands. Different 
agricultural products are grown in 
irrigated and non-irrigated areas.

The population, which was 3972 
in 1985, decreased to 2318 in 2013. 
Today, Kaynarca has migrated heavily 
to Lüleburgaz, especially the large 
industrial center near it. Young people 
living in town Instead of dealing with 
agriculture, they prefer to work as a 

worker in the surrounding factories.

People have adopted socializing, 
organizing festivals and a more 
extroverted life in the spaces formed 
in the countryside, unlike the city. The 
entertainments held in certain regions 
during different months of the year are 
an example of this.

On the fertile plain to the south of the 
settlement, wheat, rye, paddy, beet and 

sunflower farming, as well as cattle and 
sheep farming. Agriculture made up 
about 70% of the economy, and animal 
husbandry for 30%.

 In the interaction of the countryside 
and the city, the main goals are to 
protect natural resources, to ensure a 
sustainable economy, and to protect 
rural identity. Under these headings, 
it is economically important to ensure 
cooperation and integration between 

villages and to support alternative 
tourism activities. Strategies such as 
preserving historical values, declaring 
them as sites and creating areas of 
interaction and experience with these 
areas can be applied for the protection 
and evaluation of cultural heritage. In 
order to protect the natural resources 
in Kaynarca, strategies such as finding 
and using potential energy resources, 
ensuring water management, 
establishing the production-

consumption balance and minimizing 
the effects of climate change can be 
adopted.

With the application of consolidation of 
agricultural lands, savings in irrigation 
costs are achieved. Agricultural 
techniques become easier to 
implement. Small land owners are also 
included in the system and earn income 
economically. A new job opportunity 
will be created in the village. The mosaic 

floor detail allows to follow the water 
and at the same time turns into plates 
where information can be obtained 
about the sitting areas and the history 
of Kaynarca. The water mark seen on 
the pavement will also be visible in the 
square of Kaynarca. The venue design, 
which can be used flexibly for venues 
such as the festival area, wedding area, 
has also been integrated with the guest 
parking lot.




