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The environmental crisis, such as climate change, 
decrease of biodiversity, lack of water resources 
and drought, etc., create “vulnerable” landscapes in 
urban areas. On the other hand, we are also living 
in the age of Urbanization, Transportation, Mass 
Production, and Digitalization. The dichotomies of 
issues and facts create “trapped” landscapes. Under 
the theme “Symbiosis”, Landscape Design Studio IV 
invites participants to reveal the ecological, historical, 
and cultural/social potentials of trapped landscapes 
of Samatya, Istanbul located in the Historical 
Peninsula which is under the list of UNESCO 
heritage. In the intersection of dualities (living-
nonliving, human-nonhuman, manual-digital, etc.), 
the studio seeks new design approaches towards 
the possibilities of new living spaces in the urban.



RE-IMAGINING YENIKAPI 
AS AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SPACE
Arda Coşan

The project is located on the southern 
edge of the Historical Peninsula of 
İstanbul, which is a highly valuable site for 
archeology for it used to be a commercial 
harbor. The remnants of Theodosius 
Harbor have been already excavated 
and envisioned by many professionals 
but a holistic proposal that connects all 
the Byzantine artifacts located here is 
not present. The masterplan suggests a 
route between two overlooked Byzantine 

artifacts; The Miraleion Monastery and 
the ruins of the Studios Monastery. 
The route almost becomes a spine 
between Yenikapı Transfer Point and 
the new Archaeological Institute that is 
considered to take place on the altered 
shoreline. A couple of excavation areas 
are articulated to the spine where it 
becomes both exploratory grounds 
and public terrace gardens. A unity 
of an archaeological museum and an 

institute is generated where the public exhibitions and the educational venues 
blend into each other. The existing concrete shoreline is transformed into a field 
of dune formations for the city of İstanbul where today no such characteristic 
can be observed. This references the old coastal characteristic of the site where 
it also supports the freshwater discharge. A linear breakwater structure protects 
the area from the harsh waves and wind. The elevated walkway flows above 
the dunes, providing the visitors a unique entrance to the project site. The most 
significant exploration of the Yenikapı excavations is the 37 wooden shipwrecks 
that are dated to between 6th-10th centuries. The project proposes an inner 
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harbor, as a reference to the typology of the Theodosius Harbor, where these 
shipwrecks are displayed inside glass capsules. This open air exhibition acts 
as an extension of the archeological institute, integrating the landscape with 
the found items. The archeological institute is located in between these two 
areas. Separated from the heavy vehicle circulation via a dense green barrier, 
it provides a more serene coastal experience to the users where they form 

a spectrum of relations with 
the sea, under the elevated 
institute volumes. The altering 
ground level generates 
pockets for both vegetation 
and the open display of ruins.
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Istanbul has been the capital of 
many great empires throughout 
its history, which includes 
many layers of history and 
culture, and is a multi-layered 
palimpsest city with its structure 
reflecting its feature of being 
today’s metropolis. It is located 
in Yenikapı Historical Peninsula, 
which is the project area. The 
Historic Peninsula is the first 
settlement of this palimpsest 
city. The area includes the 
layers of the Neolithic, Roman, 
Byzantine and Ottoman, then 
today’s metropolis. However, 
the area cannot go beyond 
being a part of the city where 
the historical, cultural and 
natural background it contains 
cannot be read and where the 
citizens only come and go in the 
daily life of the city. The site is in 
contact with many highlighted 
historical and cultural centers in 

the Historic Peninsula and is an important focal point not 
only in Istanbul but also in intercity transportation. When 
the analyzes of the area were synthesized, it was seen that 
transportation was a historical and cultural focus. In this 
context, making these layers visible to citizens has been 
the main goal of incorporating the natural and cultural 
historical layer from different periods, the archeological 
heritage that has remained under the ground today, 
and the culture in the daily life of the city. Yenikapı 

shows a heterogeneous 
structure in terms of 
both the singularity and 
distribution of the works 
and urban furnishings 
and the diversity of users. 
The main functions of the 
area are to work like an 
open-air museum and 
to be a transfer center. 
The excavation area in 
the Yenikapı metro area 
is preserved, and the 
bridges on which two 
corten and concrete 
are used together, 
the viewing terrace 
descending 1 m from the 
existing ground level, the 
ramp descending to the 
excavation area and the 
entire excavation area. It 
is possible to watch the 
ruins and the work of 
archaeologists with the 
wandering viewing areas. 

Existing metro and Marmaray exits are preserved, 
and this transfer square is aimed to be a breathing 
space for the citizens. Langa Bostanları street and 
a part of Namık Kemal Street were pedestrianized, 

PALIMPSEST-YENIKAPI
Aysima Özen

Site Analysis

A Brief History of Yenikapı
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facilitating circulation between 100 
Ada and Yenikapı. The area known 
as the Police Bus Station today was 
the Langa Gardens in the past. This 
region was proposed as a garden just 
like in the past. Thus, it will refer to the 
agricultural culture and stimulate the 
collective memory. In this context, 
strategies such as agriculture school, 
food festivals, seed-exchange 
festivals and the promotion of orchard 
culture have been developed. Open, 
semi-open and closed exhibition 
areas that hover over the potential 
excavation area with thin concrete 

pillars have been proposed in order for 
the 3 building blocks between Küçük 
Langa street and Langa Bostanları 
street to be considered as potential 
excavation areas and for the area 
to work with a fair system at the city 
scale. These units are units in which 
archaeobotanical, archaeozoological, 
underwater shipwrecks and remains 
belonging to different periods are 
exhibited, and circulation is ensured 
through glass tunnels among 
themselves. The trace of the remains 
of the city walls connects Yenikapı and 
100 islands as a city wall promenade. 
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