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Landscape Design I Studio, with its 
collective name GROUNDWORK, 
invites students to discover the hidden 
potentials of nature and its productive 
mechanism over two case projects. 
The studio questions the design 
action as a mode of discovery of 
new processes, new ideas on nature 
and culture based on a entellectual 
discussions on nature, wildscape and 
culture. Groundwork introduces the 
idea of design as a cultural act that 
includes different levels of operations 
and manupulations on land to create 
new life medium for nature.
“Touch the earth lightly”, as the 
subtheme of the studio, refers to the 
capacity of design to foster ongoing 
natural process within nature and 
urban mechanism. Understanding the 
characteristics of different landscapes 
and representation of these qualities 
over design scenarios are the main 
motivation of the studio. In this 
context, the studio aims to discuss 
the potentials and limitations of the 
landscape by looking at very specific 
conditions of being in the nature and 
being in the urban. The studio aims to 
help students to develop conceptual 
design thinking and spatial design 
skills through production of a series of 
project materials and hybrid drafting 
techniques. The studio will be 
supported with seminars, readings 

MODULE I. A SECRET GARDEN IN 
THE FOREST. [Occupy] 7 WEEKS In the 
context of the first module, students 
will be asked to develop a garden 
design alternatives for the project 
sites in Belgrad Forest. This module 
basically includes different techniques 
to analyse the existing context and 
represention of landscape character. 
The decisions on garden design, the 
boundary that seperates the garden 
from the nature, the edge conditions, 
spatiality, materiality, structural 
composition and its relation to existing 
context will be precisely defined by 
the students. Here the performance of 
the design within a given context will 
be questioned from three perspective; 
ecological, aesthetical and social. The 
site for the garden around 200 m2 will 
be chosen by the students in Belgrad 
Forest.
Keywords: Forest ecosystem, garden, 
garden festival, thrid- nature, micro-
milue, design ecosystem, art, ecology 

MODULE II. DISCOVERING THE 
URBAN WILDSCAPE. [Grow] 7 
WEEKS The second module includes 
landscape design practices develop 
for Historical Peninsula and questions 
the potentials of urban voids. 
Historical Peninsula is one the most 
characteristic historical urban core of 
İstanbul and represents challenging 
conditions through contemporary age. 
Here the main goal is to understand 
the urban landscape character of 
Historical Peninsula over selected 
districts and understand the potentials 
of urban voids from the lens of urban 
wildscape. Mapping the urban voids, 
typological classification of these voids 
and develop strategies to transform 
these urban voids with the idea of 
urban wildscape and to generate 
a landscape system that connects 
existing parks and these voids and 
discovering the ecological potential of 
urban voids will be the main goals of 
the studio.

Groundwork
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Dance in the wood 
  by Berra Kafalıer / 020190503

This dance is the 
common point of different 
choreographies in all 
cultures. Since the earliest 
known times, people have 
danced in circular forms. In 
this famous paintings, “La 
Danse” by Henri Matisse, we 
see people holding hands 
and dancing together in their 
purest form. The circle dance 
garden was inspired by this 
dance. The main purpose of 
this dance and the reason 
why it is common in all 
societies is to provide unity 
and strengthen the society. 
The circular structure that 
connects the threes around 
them represents this dance, 

The beginning of the 
dance is certain, but what 
happens next can only be 
predicted. The process can 
only be observed over time. 
Other elements in nature: 
water, soil, moss, humus, 
fern, fungi, Hedera sp.  will 
develop by establishing 
different relations with the 
structure and trees, just 
like community ties. The 
observer and other creatures 
in the environment will also 
adapt to this and keep up 
with the development that 
will occur. The creatures 
that come to the garden 
represents what happens to 
the society, and the garden 
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Taller than the trees 
  by Halime Sude Kervan / 020190556

Rise is represented by the 
structure place on the trunks 
in the project. People feel as 
big as trees by getting rid of 
the troubles that suffocate 
them and make them feel 
small. The fact that the garden 
rises gradually with steps 
also represents this rise. The 
water pits used in the middle 
give people the opportunity 
to watch themselves 
from the outside. With the 
precipitation rate, it receives 
the water, depending on the 
season, in the pits increases 
and decreases, and it can 
disappear in dry periods. 
With changes in water 
levels, people are given the 
message that everything in. 

I took a wak in the woods 
and came taller than the 
trees - Henry David Thoreau

The project aims to take 
people out of their daily 
routines and allow them 
to get to know themselves 
and rest their minds in 
a completely different 
environment. One of the 
most suitable options to 
create this environment is a 
secret garden in the forest. 
While exploring this secret 
garden, they have the 
opportunity to discover the 
desires hidden inside them. 
Their spirits will be lightened; 
they will feel so light and rise 
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Dance with scents 
  by Pınar Akyüz / 020190554

are designed to make the 
scent of that flower more 
intense. Especially when 
walking at intersections the 
mixing of smells will provide 
different experiences. 
The garden is divided into 
five sections inspired by 
the perfume ingredients. 
Depending on the season 
you visit the garden. The 
scents you will discover may 
differ!

Salsa line invites you to 
dance with scents. By 
following the red, you 
discover hidden scents. You 
can reach the middle of the 
gardens by jumping like a 
frog. You can sit on the salsa 
line or stroll around. You can 
dance if you wish! Thus you 
can feel the smells more 
intensely. This garden gives 
you a fragrance experience. 
The sitting unit, which wraps 
around the trees, is almost 
as if it is dancing. Salsa 
line draws attention in the 
forest with its red color. The 
platforms in the middle of 
each flower garden, which 
you can reach by walking 
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Belgrad Quartz 
  by Ayşe Sadberk Davarcı / 020180748

The floor material used in 
Japanese houses is capable 
of absorbing impacts and 
shocks caused by falls 
and effects. It can be easily 
cleaned by washing with 
water and soap. It does 
not absorb water and has 
no odor. It provides heat 
insulation, sound, and 
electrical insulation.
Wetland, which is the second 
module of Quartz, is a natural 
wetland with a structural wall. 
It provides aesthetic, visual, 
auditory, pyschological, and 
recreational satisfaction to 
the design. 

The starting point of 
the concept the secret 
garden is the philosophy 
of Japanese culture and 
Zen Buddhism. Inspired by 
Japanese houses, gardens, 
and lifestyles, this garden 
integrates with nature and 
offers the opportunity to 
relax, purify, and renew.
The secret garden is 
settled on the North-South 
axis to tahe advantage of 
natural light all day long 
and is located on a foot 
path connected to the left 
walkway following the main 
entrance to the Belgrade 
Forest.
Tatami area, the first module 
of Quartz, is the main center 
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Waving Fauna 
  by Özge Durmaz  / 020190557

The project, which offer 
a chance to hike into the 
endless forest through a 
“deep passage”, offers the 
opportunity to explore the 
forest and its valuable fauna 
proporties. 

Belgrad forest is a naturally 
formed forest area on the 
European side of Istanbul. 
It provides water to the city 
and offers many recreational 
activities. Belgrad forest is 
also an important region 
for living organizms such 
as birds, reptiles, and pigs, 
foxes etc. The forest has 
several large and small 
rivers and its altitude is in 
between 40 and 230 meters. 
The hidden garden design 
project aims to make users 
comfortable and allow them 
to read the topography. The 
project desires to create new 
farming area with respect to 
climate-adaptive ground 
covers. 
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Fern Gardens 
  by Yelda Nur Özcan  / 020190506

There are different types of 
pedestrian bridges so that 
people can see the garden 
from above and create a 
nice walking experience.

tTees are prominent in 
the Belgrade forest. Ferns 
also live in this forest, 
which contains many plant 
varieties. Although they are 
inconspicuous, they are very
important for the forest 
ecosystem. For this reason, 
the use of ferns in the 
gardens exaggeratedly 
brought them to the fore. At 
the same time, by changing 
the topography, elevations 
greater than human scale 
were created in some parts. 
This makes people feel 
small in the garden. There 
are three different garden 
alternatives. What these 
gardens have in common 
are primarily ferns.
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KumPartsRamKapı 
by 
Ahmet Batuhan Demir / 020180562
Ayşe Sadberk Davarcı / 020180748
Arda Certel / 020180502
Feyza Kekeç / 020190558
 



ITU | LA studio report 19



ITU | PEM stüdyo raporu20

Safe space bond 
by 
Berra Kafalıer / 020190503
İrem Melek Akın / 020190543
Sude Çetinkaya / 020190512
Caner Öner / 020180544
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Ecological gate 
by 
Nisa İrem Demirci / 020190534
Zehra Atik / 020200758
Asya Tuğcu / 020190516
Feyza Zengin / 020190501
 



ITU | LA studio report 23



ITU | PEM stüdyo raporu24

Green veins of the city 
by 
Cansın Lal Gürler / 020190550
Halime Sude Kervan / 020190556
Yelda Nur Özcan / 020190506
Özge Durmaz / 020190557
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On foot 
by 
Ceren Yaren Güven / 020190515
Pınar Akyüz / 020190554
Meltem Danışman / 020140509
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Wall Agricultural Fauna 
  by Özge Durmaz / 020190557

urbanization such as 
ecological alienation and 
social segregation can be 
eliminated and contribute 
to mentalhealth as well as 
physical health. Other than 
the recreation areas, uses 
such as the market place 
and workshop area, which 
are related to the market 
and production activities, will 
also be visited by the people 
of the neighborhood, 
the citizens and touristic 
visitors. They will be able to 
experience the area together 
with the stakeholders and 
participants who can play a

The project area, which 
covers the Yedikule-
Belgradkapı Walls, is 
famous for its orchards. 
Urban agriculture or, as it is 
called locally, “gardening” 
has a deep-rooted cultural 
history in Istanbul. The urban 
agriculture philosophy of 
this project argues that, by 
diversifying the agricultural 
areas in the city with 
functions that encourage the 
participation of the citizens in 
the food production process, 
as well as reliable-local food 
and product production, 
the negative effects of

role in generating periodic 
income and realizing a 
social ecological process 
through various cultural 
and educational activities 
that can be carried out in 
the area during the year, 
together with the residents 
of the neighborhood and 
local / foreign tourists. 
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Eco-Angle 
  by Yelda  Nur Özcan / 020190506

classified as open, closed 
and semi-open, it is seen 
that the open areas where 
the people living in the 
vicinity can spend their time 
productively are scarce. 
Emphasis was placed on 
the ecological value of the 
concept created based on 
these group studies. It was 
tried to organize the green 
areas on the outer lines of 
the area and the interiors in 
a meaningful way and by 
ensuring linguistic integrity 
among themselves. When a 
smaller area is selected and 
detailed, the area I chose 

The project area, which 
forms an important part of 
Fatih district and consists 
of five neighborhoods, is 
located in the region called 
the historical peninsula. It 
is a very valuable area for 
today’s Istanbul in terms of 
cultural, social, intellectual 
and tourism activities. In the 
detailed analyzes of the 
region, we found that the 
green areas are irregularly 
distributed in the outer parts 
of the neighborhoods to 
form borders and in very 
small and few pieces in the 
inner parts. When these 

Square and connects to 
the shore. Yenikapı serves 
as an important beach for 
the historical peninsula. 
However, the filling area, 
the construction of which 
was completed in 2014, has 
greatly affected and even 
damaged the texture of the 
historical peninsula. For this 
reason, a project idea was 
developed by removing this 
filled area in order to protect 
this tissue itself. The most 
important component of 
the project is the creation of 
an interactive/holistic open 
green space system setup. 
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Bottom of the Wall
  by Cansın Lal Gürler / 020190550

After the analysis, the voids 
in the area are either within 
the building communities in 
the form of enclosed areas 
or consist of ruins between 
the buildings. When these 
voids were modeled and 
examined carefully, they 
would be considered as 
inefficient to use for the 
design proposal. Because of 
this, tur ways,which could be 
used more effiiciently in the 
field for design, were taken 
in consideration. It is aimed 
that, the green areas in the 
Project area borders and 
on the coastline to the inner 

The project area is located 
in the lower left corner of 
the historical peninsula, 
which consists of Yedikule 
District, Aksaray District, 
Koca Mustafapaşa District, 
Sümbülefendi District and 
Cerrahpaşa District. This area 
carries a lot of important 
historical artifacts, including 
land and water city walls. In 
order to better understand 
and analyze the area, the 
buildings and the voids in the 
area, the interactions of these 
voids with their surroundings, 
building heights and shadow 
analyzes were made.

carried by means of roads 
and to support the green 
areas in the area with 
blue+green infrastructure, 
ecological landscape and 
community open spaces/
social landscape. The 
area adjacent to the city 
walls was designed in the 
form of a wide meadow in 
order not to overshadow 
the city walls and to be 
an area for people to use 
comfortably. An truck farm 
was designed in the area in 
order to link the project area 
with its surroundings and to 
reinforce the regional culture 
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High Green 
  by Halime Sude Kervan / 020190556

Pedestrians can easily cross 
the street with ramps that 
allow rapid passage. Apart 
from being an overpass for 
pedestrians, it has many 
functions. While it alleviates 
the parking problem in Fatih 
due to the parking lot it has, 
its green areas support 
ecological life. At the same 
time, it gives people the 
opportunity to breathe in 
its green areas. One of the 
main elements of the design 
is the wood and concrete 
mixed steps. These steps 
are the areas where people 
can spend their time. 

Looking at the Fatih district, it 
is seen that the green areas 
remain in the outer parts. 
Our group concept is to 
create a green infrastructure 
by continuing the green axis 
on the outside as well as on 
the inside. The High Green 
project aims to connect the 
coastal and inland green 
areas and make them a 
whole. Integrity is ensured 
by using a geometric pattern 
throughout the design. This 
design, which is an overpass 
project, connects the coast 
and the interior with the help 
of its ecological corridor. 

These steps, which give the 
design a dynamic look due 
to the height differences, 
also contain gardens for 
birds. Its bird gardens offer 
users the opportunity to 
observe the birds in Istanbul. 
In bird gardens, plants were 
used to attract the attention 
of birds. In addition, a 
playground was designed 
for children. While designing 
the playground, the height 
differences used throughout 
the design were used. The 
presence of a basketball 
and football field for young 
people makes the area 
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