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VIRISSIS-VERISSA:
post] [new landscape scenarios
for Kırklareli, Kaynarca

The main subject of the 2021-22 
Spring Term Landscape Design 
III Studio is the transformation of 
the rural-urban relationship. “The 
relationship between the city and 
the countryside started with the 
settlement of human beings after 
the agricultural revolution and the 
emergence of cities. Along with the 
industrial revolution, the population 
in the cities started to increase 
rapidly; Oppositely, in rural areas, 
migration, population loss and labour 
shortage emerged. Thus, the city, on 
the one hand, grew and expanded 
while changing and exploiting the 
surrounding rural areas; On the other 
hand, it has also caused the rural 
areas to fall into disrepute and remain 
idle attracting the population like a 
magnet from rural areas which are 
far from the cities. (Kantürer, 2016).”

The rural-urban relationship is dealt 
with different dimensions today. When 
the reality of climate change is added 
to this relationship, which sometimes 
confronts us with the dimension of 
conflict and sometimes interaction, 
new agenda items have emerged for 
the settlements betwe- en rural and 
urban areas. In this context, the studio 
focuses on the Kaynarca settlement 
in Kırklareli. The oldest known name 
of Kaynarca is VIRISSIS-VERISSA, 
meaning “the sources”. The region, 
which dates back to 500 BC, is 
known as the Venice of Thrace today 
due to its water system. However, 
Kaynarca has much more than this 
name which is tried to be made 
popular and a tourism commodity. 
The main challenges for this 
settlement, which has been highly 
affected by the urban-rural conflict, 
are the combination of industry and 
agriculture, migration to the city and 
reverse migration, depreciation of 
production and changing production 
styles, ineffective use of water 
resources, ignoring historical and 
cultural values, the Thrace vineyard 
route, and problematic relationship 
with the surrounding settlements.

student works
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Rebeka Kayakoparan

Project area Kaynarca is 
connected to Pınarhisar district 
of Kırklareli and is located on 
the intercity road lines. Although 
Kırklareli Pinharhisar village has 
rich opportunities and identity, 
it lives depending on Istanbul 
and the surrounding districts 
because the needs such 
as job opportunities, school 
services, and health facilities 
are not sufficient in the village.
 The identity and characteristics 
of Kaynarca are formed by its 
history and local people. When 
we look at the past of the area, its 
history dates back to 515 BC. On 
his way to Dara Skitya expedition, 
the Iranian ruler stayed with his 
army next to the boiling rivers. 
Dara liked this place very much 
and had a column erected at the 
head of the water. He even has a 
saying: “Just as Dara is the ruler of 
this world, the waters of Kaynarca 
are the rulers of the waters”. 
Based on these words and its 
history, it is possible to say that 
the Kaynarca waters are the most 
important factor in the formation 
of the identity of the place. When 
we look at the local people, it is 
seen that the majority of the 
working population works in the 
field of agriculture. The majority 
of the unemployed population 
is housewives. After the 2000s, 
the population of Kaynarca has 
decreased continuously due 
to out-migration. As a result of 
these analyzes, it is observed that 
people migrate from the spring in 
order to obtain a regular income.

TR AN S FO RMATIVE 
WATER

Aim; transforming space with different 

uses of water. First of all, agricultural 

lands are developed and made 

usable by heating water. In this way, 

employment is provided, the economy 

is developed, out-migration is reduced 

and the rural city is developed. Thus, 

functions in this field are developed. 

With these functions, people’s quality of 

life is improved and new settlements are 

expanded in a planned way.

The water source in the boil was 

flowing down through certain channels 

with the help of topography. Together 

with the pond created here, the water 

was collected and heated and again 

distributed to the city for use with 

different functions.

The first transformation was the 

conversion of water in agriculture. 

Here, while the water was distributed 

in the agricultural lands, the usability 

was increased by gradually heating 

the water in certain areas. After the 

water was transformed into agricultural 

lands, it was ensured that it interacted 

with people around the water channels 

existing in the village with different 

functions. Thus, people’s quality of life 

increased and the development and 

growth of boiling water was ensured. In 

addition, the roads in the old settlement 

were widened according to the use of 

the people. The remaining roads were 

made more ecologically sustainable and 

at the same time more useful. Apart from 

these, a bicycle path and triking path that 

goes around the water has been added. 

Group work: Rebeka Kayakoparan, Nergis Şenkaya, Aybüke 
Yarbasan, İrem Özdeş
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Based on these analyses, a master plan 

was created and the main focus was 

determined. When it came to the focal 

point of the project, the functions were 

covered in detail. The main topics were 

determined as theater area, children’s 

playground, workshop area, market area, 

water interaction area and experience 

park. First of all, an open theater area was 

designed in the area, where the acting 

training of women can be exhibited and 

at the same time, different shows can 

be hosted. Here, it is aimed to design 

an amphitheater by making use of the 

existing topography slope. There is also 

an exhibition area where the products 

obtained in the workshop area can be 

exhibited.
Group work: Rebeka Kayakoparan, Nergis Şenkaya, Aybüke 
Yarbasan, İrem Özdeş
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One of the biggest problems of the 

project area is the lack of places for 

children and women to spend time. The 

aim in the design of the playground is to 

create a compatible playground without 

changing the existing topography. 

Using the existing slope, elements were 

created for children to perform various 

climbing, jumping and sliding activities. 

In addition, a workshop area where art 

activities such as marbling art and sewing 

workshops are organized. Then there is a 

water interaction area. The design here 

offers a space where people of all ages 

can have fun using the water channels, 

rain water can also be collected and 

people can have different experiences 

with the water. There is a sandbox where 

children can spend time and a waiting-

rest area for parents. In addition, the 

sound garden is designed for people 

to have a pleasant time and relax. The 

market area, which is an indispensable 

point for tourists, is designed as an 

area where the products obtained from 

agriculture and the materials produced 

by the local people are introduced to 

the public. The aim here is to create 

income and contribute to the economy 

by promoting the products produced by 

the public. Finally, an experience area 

that includes many different functions 

such as interaction points with water, 

exploration routes, picnic and festival 

areas, playgrounds for children has 

been designed. Meanwhile, it is aimed 

that both local people and tourists 

experience different designs suitable for 

Kaynarca’s identity and adopt the region.
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Nergis Şenkaya

Our main goal is to get efficiency 
by transforming the use of 
water. To revitalize agricultural 
lands with the yield we get. 
Reviving the public spaces and 
interactions that are missing 
with this revival. And with these, 
to gradually expand the area 
on a certain axis by preventing 
migrations. I created design 
rules, first I took advantage of 
the courtyard system to set the 
rule that property owners in the 
courtyard should plant trees on 
the courtyard walls so there will 
be a green corridor in the area 
so that the connections with 
the newly designed area and 
other areas will not be disrupted. 
obtained from agriculture, 

TR AN S FO RMATIVE 
WATER
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I created design rules to regulate this 

system and development. First I took 

advantage of the courtyard system to 

set the rule that property owners in the 

courtyard should plant trees on the 

courtyard walls, and I chose quercus 

as the species for this tree because it 

already exists in the area and I thought it 

would disrupt the order. 

I determined the nodes according to 

the already existing loves of the field 

and emerging in my field, and in this 

direction, I determined a main axis that 

can completely travel the area from the 

main focus, and an axis that connects to 

that road. I have added a dirt 2nd route 

and bike paths to accompany these axes 

and the area to fully tour and people 

experience. 

In line with this rule, I foresee that there 

will be a green corridor in the area so 

that the connections with the newly 

designed area and other areas will not 

be disrupted. With the correct use of 

water, a correct yield will be obtained 

from agriculture, thus employment will 

be provided. The employment provided 

will pave the way for the formation of 

new areas.

As for the green cover, an integrated 

landscape emerged with the rules given 

and the connection of the new area to it.

The functions in the area consist of 

a natural park concept that works 

in an integrated manner in order to 

compensate for the lack of public space 

required in the area. Before the areas 

in the area were settled, I proposed an 

artificial pond to collect the existing and

Another rule is that vehicle entrances 

and exits are towards newly formed 

areas and pedestrians are safe in the 

area. In this way, area connections will 

not be interrupted by vehicle roads and 

areas designed for people’s peace will 

be located away from vehicle noise.

After the rules, I looked at the axes and 

nodes of the area I was going to design 

and determined my functions.

Already flowing water in the area and 

use it when necessary. Around these 

formations, there are areas that function 

within themselves as entertainment area, 

playgrounds, education area, listening 

area, yoga and rehabilitation area, picnic 

area, interaction area, camping area and 

transition area, respectively. These areas 

not only serve the people living in the 

area but also serve the people



ITU | PEM stüdyo raporu ITU | LA studio report16 17

It consists of amusement area, 

amusement lawn and amusement 

steps. Festivals and events held in the 

area will be celebrated here, and when 

there is no event, women will be able to 

contribute to their home economy with 

the products sold on the stalls set up on 

the steps. At the same time, you will be 

able to sit on the steps and see the view 

of the entire park, and a pleasant area will 

be created. The training area will actually 

be an area where small agricultural 

activities are held, where trainings are 

held for people who have just come or 

who have decided to make a living and 

live there. The transition area consists of 

units where people who are tired of the 

agricultural land can relax and distract 

themselves. The yoga and rehabilitation 

area consists of yoga hills, zen gardens, 

reflection gardens and yoga units, where 

people in the area and newcomers can 

spend time in a calmer, peaceful and 

intertwined manner with nature. With 

all these interactions, arrangements 

and designs, a holistic atmosphere will 

be created in the area, and the area will 

become a place that invites people to 

the area, rather than avoiding them, with 

areas that appeal to people of all ages.
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Aybüke Yarbasan

TR AN S FO RMATIVE 
WATER

There are 2 important corridors that I 

propose to organize in order to preserve 

its potential and improve it ecologically; 

It is the area where the village center 

line and the stream line flow through the 

fields and move away from the village. 

The most important problem of the 

village is not being able to use the water 

in agriculture because it is cold. Other 

problems are the lack of public facilities, 

commercial enterprises and areas, 

public open space. Kaynarca generally 

consists of open green areas,

agricultural lands and settlements. In 

addition, some of the difficulties and 

threats; such as inability to provide 

employment, out-migration, foreign 

dependency, lack of activity and social 

space, and thus inability to socialize, 

complete obscurity for tourists, 

insufficient education. The potentials in 

the area can be counted as courtyard 

system areas, historical texture and the 

interaction of people with water the fact 

that water defines people and life here, 

and the need for water management.

The solutions created by all these can be 

summarized as providing an accessible 

landscape for people, access to water, 

recognizing the area with workshops and 

activities, teaching the culture, producing 

organic products and creating sales 

points, creating business opportunities, 

and maintaining the agricultural culture.

I analyzed Kaynarca’s herbal 

infrastructure by dividing it into three; 

Endemic species, monumental trees and 

plants used and still used in agriculture. 

Endemic species still show their 

presence in hot springs in open green 

areas and the density of monumental 

trees is quite high, but many products are 

no longer produced due to the decline in 

agriculture.

The main purpose of the project is 

to transform water by heating, so I 

proposed to collect the water by creating 

an artificial lake and therefore to heat 

it, and then to collect the stream water 

in the artificial collection pools located 

between the fields and make the stream 

water suitable for agriculture. I aimed 

to create a circulation of water with 

agriculture in village development. As a 

result, I gathered the concept under 5 

main headings; ecological sustainability, 

agriculture, water interaction, city 

development and public open space.

I planned to develop the area with 

festivals and events to be held every 

month of the year in Kaynarca. Some 

of those; Winter Festival, Sugar Beet 

Cultivation, Strawberry Harvest, Water 

Festival, Rice Cultivation, Bike festival, 

Sunflower festival, Orienteering.

I developed this landscaping project 

based on the needs of people, around 

which all these can be implemented, 

festivals and events can be implemented, 

and I tried to design more accessible 

social activity areas by dividing it into 

many sub-functions. Weekly Bazaar 

area, Controlled Agriculture, New village 

square, open flow areas, exhibition and 

event area, water playground, sitting 

areas, natural species exhibition areas, 

wooden deck with mill view, meadow 

garden, beach, rehabilitation and yoga 

area, Art Biotop water garden and 

Harvest Square are some of them. 

With the shading elements used in the 

village square, I tried to make a landmark 

work that would emphasize the village 

center and make it a node. Art Biotop 

water garden is a function that I aim to 

create by creating natural functions on 

the natural topography by removing an 

area that used to be swampy from the 

swamp form, allowing the water to be 

absorbed by small pools.
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In addition, by developing the trikking 

route in the area, I enabled it to pass 

through the village, and in addition, 

by creating a bicycle route, I made it 

possible with the design to tour the 

whole village with a bicycle and pass 

through the natural landscapes passing 

through the fields by renting it from 

certain points. In addition, I aimed to 

ensure the creation of natural green 

corridors in the Village with the rules. The 

rule is that homeowners with a garden 

of ten square meters are required to 

plant two trees per ten square meters. In 

this way, I aimed to strengthen greener 

infrastructure.

Among the landscaping works 

proposed to the village, there is also a 

suggestion for new road types that are 

more sustainable and ecologically more 

beneficial. I aimed to both collect water 

and create green corridors on the streets 

by making one or two bioswales on the 

streets.

In planting, I paid attention to using plants 

that are already grown in the Kırklareli 

region. I benefited from monumental 

tree species and endemic plants. I used 

trees mainly for sound shielding, security, 

wind shielding, and most importantly 

shade. In endemic gardens, on the other 

hand, I created routes that can be visited 

on a wooden platform in order to better 

recognize the gardens I created from 

natural species.

I used basalt cube stone in the village 

square, basalt cube stone with green 

joints on the main connection roads, 

tartar ground on the bike paths, granite 

plaque stone with green jonit in the 

seating areas and wood, sand, slate with 

grass joints in other places.


