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The graduation project 
aims to demonstrate 
that the student has 
critical knowledge and 
development in all the 
education and training topics 
in Landscape Architecture. 
The goal is to create a 
design package that attains 
the desired professional 
level. This project is the 
final design problem 
before the students earn 
their bachelor’s degree in 
Landscape Architecture. 
The Latin word “Initium” 
means “beginning” or the 
starting point that socially 
and physically shapes 
cultures, civilizations, and 
people. Istanbul is one of 
the oldest cities and is a 
laboratory to experience 
thousands of years of 
history of the natural and 
cultural processes. As 
one of the symbols of 
the multi-layered city of 
Istanbul, Seraglio Point acts 
as a spark for the design 
process of the 2021-2022 
Spring Semester. The 
Graduation Project aims 
to develop a sustainable 
vision for the Historical 
Peninsula in Istanbul and 
design a socially inclusive, 
climateresilient coastal 
landscape for the Seraglio 
Point on the peninsula. 
The goal is to propose 
an urban green system 
for preserving the site’s 
historical, ecological, and 
aesthetic qualities.

The Historic Peninsula is 
located between 41°02’00’’ 
N (latitude) and 28°55’34’’ 
E (longitude) at the 
juxtaposition of Black Sea 
and the Mediterranean 
Sea. It is bounded on its 
northern side by Golden 
Horn, southern side by the 
Marmara Sea, eastern side 
by Bosphorus, and western 
side by Land-wall. Istanbul, 
known as Constantinople 
or Nea Rome before, was 
a religious center similar 
to Rome, Alexandria, 
Jerusalem, and Antiokhia 
and was surrounded by 
magnificent bulwarks that 
remained from ancient and 
medieval ages (Ortaylı, 
2012). The Historic Peninsula 
of Istanbul has hosted many 
cultures and civilizations 
such as Greek,
Romans, Venetians, and 
Ottoman Turks throughout 
history and each civilization 
reflected its social and 
physical culture upon the 
city (Mantran, 2015) (Figure 
4). The city has developed
urbanism and architectural 
forms through different 
civilizations. It exhibits 
splendid architectural 
xamples of Roman 
fortifications and forums, 
Byzantine churches, and 
Ottoman mosques and 
palaces (Gül & Howells, 
2013). The constructions, 
specifically mosques, 
contain a stylistic purity 
(Kortan, 2015). 

Initium
The area is located in the 
Fatih District of Istanbul and 
bears names such as Fatih, 
Suriçi (meaning inside the 
wall), and Historic Peninsula 
(Fatih Municipality, 2021). 
The Historic Peninsula 
of Istanbul has an area 
of 16 km2 (approx.) 
topographically expanding 
over seven hills (Müller-
Wiener, 2016). These hills 
exhibit world-renowned 
architectural artifacts. 
Functionally, the Historic 
Peninsula consists of 
many types of land use. 
The most important of 
these are residential 
(20.49%), commercial 
(8.78%), residential + 
commercial (10.47), and 
green areas (10.63%). The 
Peninsula possesses 57 
neighborhood units and 
about 440,000 residents 
now (Fatih Kaymakamlığı, 
2019). However, the daily 
population is much higher 
due to the great numbers 
of tourists, shoppers, 
merchants. In this regard, 
spatial diversity contributes 
to a dynamic and coherent 
cycle in the point of motion 
(Ögçe & Demir, 2020).
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POSTERUM Song of the City
  by Melisa Albayrak / 020170542

Sarayburnu, in the historical 
peninsula in the Fatih 
district, was examined to 
design a climate-sensitive, 
sustainable, and socially 
balanced landscape for the 
public. As a result of the 
researches and field trips, 
it was realized that the area 
has a song that has changed 
over time and united people 
from different cultures. The 
original versions of this song 
attracted attention with 
the area’s central location, 
cultural background, unique 
topography and vegetative 
structure by those who 
used the site, that is, by 
those who listened to this 
song. As the songs naturally 
come to the form of songs 
by adding a cultural music to 
the sounds in our language, 
the historical peninsula has 
become an essential center 
by taking the name of the 
historical, with the addition of 
the features. Those features 
are geopolitical location, 
topography, and the cultural 
accumulation created by the 
people living or visiting. 
Because we think this way, 
we create the city’s song by 
matching natural elements 
with sound and cultural 
aspects with music. On top 
of this, analyses such as the

audience, the elements that 
disrupt the song of the city, 
the effects of the city’s song 
on the listener, the change 
in the concrete state of the 
sound in the area according 
to the regions, and the 
changes in our perception 
of the area by the sound, 
change in the area -features 
of auditory landscape-, 
were made in addition to 
the natural and cultural 
characteristics of the area. 
At the same time, fragments 
of the city’s song, in the 
beginning, the present city’s 
song, and the city’s song 
that will be formed with the 
design decisions taken were 
determined. Thereupon, 
goals, targets, and strategies 
were determined with 
the idea of creating new 
versions of old songs by 
considering the current song 
of the historical peninsula 
and creating a future version. 
Consequently, the aim is to 
preserve the songs of the 
historical peninsula from the 
beginning to the present 
day. This preservation needs 
to be sustainable in terms of 
natural -sounds of the area- 
and resistant to climate, 
social integration in terms of 

culture -music about the city 
added to the words in the 
area-, and a future song that 
connects with the beginning 
and development (today) 
songs of the area is to obtain. 
The sound-natural goal is to 
protect the area’s ecological 
values and water quality and 
provide a green system and 
rainwater management with 
its own tune and harmony. 
Tune, which means a sound 
sequence, appears as a 
green infrastructure created 
by protecting ecological 
values in the city by 
creating green corridors and 
ensuring climate resistance. 
For this, it is thought to 
provide green frames to 
the neighborhood residents 
living in the dense urban 
fabric and to form green 
boulevards by incorporating 
green areas into the green 
system, thus creating an 
urban ecosystem.
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Multi - [L/M] - Morphosis 
  by Merve Dilara Ezer  / 020170531

Since its establishment, 
the historical peninsula has 
passed through different 
periods and hosted different 
cultures, leading to its 
name ‘historical.’ The space 
experienced many events 
and reached the present 
day by going through 
various changes in this 
process, and continued its 
existence with the multi-
layeredness brought by the 
time. On the other hand, 
as a ‘peninsula,’ its natural 
structure and values are also 
of great importance. It shows 
its importance by referring 
to its frequently used name 
(historical peninsula). Based 
on this, it can be said that 
the most significant factors 
in the historical peninsula 
being historical peninsula 
are due to the process it has 
gone through and its natural 
and cultural multi-layered 
structure. Metamorphosis 
is the morphological, 
physiological, and 
anatomical transformation 
of species’ structures. It 
can also be translated as 
changing shape, consisting 
of a combination of the 
words ‘meta’ (to change) 
and ‘morphe’ (shape) in 
Latin. Metamorphosis is 
the process between the 
beginning (initium) and 
ending (metam). As Frank 
Herbert said in his book 
The Children of Dune, “The 
beginning and the end are 
one, and everything comes 
back by changing shape” 
(meta-morphosis, change-
form). Regarding these, it is 
aimed to make changes that 
will provide the adaptation

needed to protect the 
natural and cultural values 
of the historical peninsula 
in response to the 
changing and continuing 
environmental and social 
factors and to carry the 
multi-layered values of 
the historical peninsula 
to the future. Based on 
this, regarding the Historic 
Peninsula’s natural values, 
the project’s main aim is to 
protect and develop natural 
and ecological values and 
ensure their adaptation to 
the future. Following this, to 
protect the cultural layers 
that make up the cultural 
memory of the Historical 
Peninsula and to transfer 
them to the future, the aim 
of strengthening the field 
and human interactions with 
the historical, social and 
aesthetic structures of the 
area and urban memory 
has been taken as a basis. 
Several strategies have 
been developed for these 
purposes. 

Spatial usage decisions 
in the 500-scale plan, 
consist the flag square, 
workshop and production 
area, observation terraces, 
observation and landscape 
decks, activity meadows, 
archaeological research 
hub, archaeological remains 
exhibition, activity square 
and amphitheater, buffet 
plaza and service areas. It is 
planned to form the general, 
cultural, and social zone 
texture from 1000 scales. The 
continuity and connectivity 
of the zones were supported 
and designed with different 
types of materials. The new 
multi-layered and integrated 
texture of the Sarayburnu 
coastline was constructed.
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NEO VISION with circularity 
  by Kübranur Akkabak / 020170541

The Historical Peninsula 
of Istanbul, which has 
reached today with its 
8000-year history, is where 
human settlements are 
uninterrupted and layered, 
and life continues today 
with all its vitality. It was 
formerly known as Lycos, 
Byzantium, originating from 
Constantinople, the capital 
of the Roman Empire, and 
Dersaadet and Stamboli in 
the Ottoman Empire-It is 
one of the rare settlements 
in the world. It is inevitable 
that the historical peninsula, 
which has hosted many 
civilizations and empires 
since the prehistoric 
period, will transform into 
a historically stratified city 
structure by changing 
with different cultures and 
administrations. In this 
process, physical and socio-
cultural changes revealed 
the problems and potentials 
of the historical peninsula. 
Within the scope of the 
project, the central theme 
is to approach the historical 
peninsula with a “neo-vision” 
conceptual point of view 
by evaluating the problems 
and potentials of today’s 
historical peninsula, that is, to 
create a new vision model. 
This vision model; is strategic 
planning that includes 
participatory, flexible, and 
ecological design decisions 
by considering the relations 
between the past and future 
changes with the concept of 
circularity.

When we look at the 
upper scale analyzes of the 
historical peninsula, the use 
of the coast was interrupted. 
The coastal road, built in 
1958, cuts the land-water 
relationship. Besides this, the 
spatial quality decreased 
via the disappearance 
of green areas from the 
past to the present. Many 
coastal embankments 
caused disasters in Istanbul 
with damage to the 
ecological layer of the city 
by impermeable surfaces. 
Although Topkapı and 
Sultanahmet are dense 
business and commercial 
areas, it is considered the 
region where tourists are 
concentrated. In line with 
the upper scale analyzes 
and inferences, a planning 
and management scheme 
has been created primarily 
for the Historic Peninsula. A 
revision plan concentrating 
on the continuity of public 
use, socio-ecological 
and historical values as 
the historical peninsula 
development plan, together 
with “Management and 
Organization, Conservation 
and Planning, Conservation 
and Restoration, Accessibility, 
Education, Awareness 
and Participation, Visitor 
Management and Risk” 
Management’ principles 
have been determined. 

Focus areas and strategy 
axes were discussed for 
regional planning, and 
strategic proposals such 
as “revealing, combining, 
recycling, reconciling and 
purifying” were made for 
these regions. Continuous, 
flexible, ecological, diverse 
and conservation-oriented 
design principles have 
been determined for spatial 
planning and design. The 
spatial equivalents of 
the five main strategies 
(revealing, combining, 
recycling, reconciliation and 
purification) determined 
at the 1/5000 design plan 
scale are shown. The green 
areas lost on the coast and 
city were evaluated and 
added as design criteria to 
the potential green system. A 
holistic coastal line proposal 
has been presented, 
especially by combining 
the broken green areas and 
disconnected recreation 
areas on the coast with the 
green system and program. 
Useless areas in the city were 
recycled and brought to the 
city. Impermeable surfaces 
are cleaned by replacing 
plant surfaces or permeable 
materials. Considering the 
historical values of the 
Historical Peninsula and 
its cosmopolitan structure, 
interaction areas have been 
determined in the city where 
people from more than one 
nation and all ages can 
interact and share ideas for 
the Historic Peninsula.
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U-Layer-Symbiosis 
  by İrem Nur Yener / 020170501 

In the spring semester of 
2021-2022, we analyzed 
the Historical Peninsula 
/ Sarayburnu and its 
surroundings within the 
scope of the Landscape 
Design Graduation Project. 
The generated design ideas 
were in line with the analysis. 
The historical peninsula, or 
the Walled City, surrounded 
by the Golden Horn, the 
Bosporus, and the Sea of 
Marmara, is the name given 
to the region where the city of 
Istanbul was first established 
and developed. The region 
is called the historical 
peninsula because of the 
oldest settlement in Istanbul 
and the numerous historical 
artifacts it contains. Since 
it is located in the center of 
Istanbul, it is the focal point 
regarding transportation 
routes. This expansion of 
the Historical Peninsula, 
which shows a linear growth 
along the Marmara Sea 
on the east-west axis, has 
led to the development 
of the transportation 
routes on the east-west 
axis. This disconnection in 
transportation in the Historic 
Peninsula also continues 
through green areas.  For 
this purpose, four targets 
have been determined. In 
the first target, it is aimed 
that the infrastructure 
system layers, namely 
the green infrastructure, 
the blue infrastructure, 
and the gray infrastructure 
systems, work at all scales 
of the accessibility principle 
together with the concept of 
symbiotic relationship. In line 
with this goal, three different 
strategies have been 

developed. The first 
strategy is to increase the 
accessibility of green spaces 
with particles through 
green axes/corridors to be 
created with the Green-
Green Systems Symbiotic 
relationship. The second 
strategy is to position the 
green areas in the direction 
of the water flow according 
to the water management 
plan for the symbiotic 
relationship between the 
Blue and Green systems.
Furthermore, the final 
strategy is to design bioswale 
areas to support gray 
infrastructure on sidewalks or 
roadsides for the Symbiotic 
relationship between the 
Gray and Green system. The 
second target is aimed at 
the Ecology System Layers, 
that is, the flora, fauna, and 
climate systems, together 
with the concept of the 
symbiotic relationship within 
themselves, the principle of 
sustainability at every scale. 
In line with this goal, two 
strategic decisions were 
made. The first strategy 
is to use the natural flora 
system of the area to help 
the food chain of the fauna 
in the region to ensure 
the symbiotic relationship 
between flora and fauna. 
The second strategy is to 
provide climatic resilience 
by using the water increase 
caused by climate changes 
as an input tool to the design.

Then, the third objective 
aims to provide a symbiotic 
relationship within the social 
system layers, namely the 
urban user profile, urban 
Space, and urban identity 
systems. In line with this 
goal, two strategies were 
determined. The first 
strategy is to identify the 
spatial functions required 
by the user profiles in the 
Space and to use them 
in design to provide the 
symbiotic relationship 
between the User and the 
Space. The second strategy 
is to provide the symbiotic 
relationship between Space 
and identity by comparing 
the space’s past identity 
with the present space’s 
identity, making design 
decisions that can create 
a trace of the past for the 
users. The last target aims to 
integrate the disconnection 
between urban layers with 
the concept of symbiotic 
relationships. In line with 
this, three strategies were 
developed. The first strategy 
aims to find the destroyed 
green areas by uniting the 
current green area with the 
green area in the past and 
to regain the green area 
identity in these areas.
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Fields of ANCHOR 
  by Nuran Kul  / 020170540

The project area covers the 
Fatih -historical peninsula- 
region, the oldest settlement 
of Istanbul, at the scale of 
1/5000, and Sarayburnu 
(Seraglio Point) at the 
lower scale. Starting from 
the upper scale, it tries to 
connect Istanbul’s forest and 
water resources, especially 
in the northern regions, 
and the green areas, which 
are fragmented in the 
urban area, with ecological 
strategies and social life. In 
this sense, it tried to reveal the 
region’s natural features and 
historical layers by analyzing 
climate, morphology, 
topography, water flow, 
urban texture, and cultural 
structures at a 1/5000 scale. 
According to the analysis, 
the main problems in the city 
coming to the forefront are: 
(1) The limited accessibility, 
especially on the Marmara 
coast and Sarayburnu, (2) 
the dense construction and 
the loss of historical traces, 
the closure of natural water 
resources and the lack of a 
suitable drainage solution, 
(3) the inefficient use of 
the Golden Horn coast, (4) 
unused potential of historic 
buildings remaining in the 
background. Regarding 
these, a holistic and organic 
strategy compatible with 
the urban fabric has been 
proposed by combining 
the city’s fragmented and 
disconnected state of social 
and public spaces with 
lower-scale decisions at the 
upper scale and combining 
the points of the city’s past 
and present with future 
suggestions.

The project adopts walkable, 
economical, sustainable, 
social, equitable, egalitarian, 
cultural, protecting, 
emphasizing, adaptable, 
facilitating, and binding 
features as a principle. With 
its green infrastructure 
system, the project increases 
comfort and safety in daily 
life in the busy flow of the 
city, allowing us to spend 
more healthy and unhurried 
time in social and public 
spaces. According to this, 
the following solutions are 
proposed:  Initially, in addition 
to Turgut Özal Millet Avenue, 
Adnan Menderes Boulevard, 
Atatürk Boulevard, Yavuz 
Selim Avenue, and Kennedy 
Avenue, which form large city 
openings, it will be ensured 
that the city breathes by 
proposing afforestation on 
both sides of the streets of 
specific widths. Secondly, 
rainwater recycling will be 
managed by proposing 
permeable surface 
applications on parking lot 
surfaces, pier fronts, derelict 
and unused urban spaces, 
some of the exterior spaces 
of public buildings serving 
the community, some 
pavements, and especially 
on the coast. Thirdly, it is 
seen that each border of 
the district is covered with 
green surfaces, but most 
of them are in passive use. 
In particular, it is foreseen 
that the green area running 
parallel to the Land Walls 
will be functional as Sur Park 
by increasing accessibility 
and public space around 
the historic city walls and 
increasing the awareness of 
historical buildings. 

Accordingly, since the use 
of the Golden Horn coast of 
the city as a port in ancient 
times also played a role in 
the formation of the region’s 
identity, it was suggested 
that the public open space 
to be created along the coast 
should be called the Harbor 
Park. It was suggested to 
contain reminders of the 
past of the coast.
Fields are the only mode of 
production that has survived 
from the first period of the 
region until today. Inspired 
by this continuity, open 
public spaces of the Fatih 
district are discussed under 
the titles of production, 
energy, experience, social, 
ecology, and memory 
within the scope of the 
field. Production is like a 
rebirth formula against the 
consumpt ion-or iente d 
economic understanding of 
the region.
Fields of experience use 
the field’s potential to draw 
people ashore from the 
congested nature of the area. 
It uses natural systems to 
bring back the natural traces 
almost lost in the congested 
urban fabric. Memory 
fields are essential tools to 
understand, commemorate, 
and convey the region’s past.
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